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REPORT 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Rural  District  of  Westbury 
and  Whorwellsdown  for  the  Year  1907. 


^0  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  ot  the  Rural  District  of  Westbury  and 
Whorwellsdown. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  27,1  [8  acres. 

The  Population  at  the  last  Census  was  6,404. 

The  estimated  Population  to  the  middle  of  1907  was  6,706. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  were :  Males,  66 ; 
Females,  80;  total,  146. 

The  Birth-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  is  2 17. 

The  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  were :  Males,  41  ; 
Females,  45  ;  total,  86. 

The  Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  is  12 ‘8. 

Infant  Mortality. — Ten  cases  only  of  death  under  one  year 
of  age  are  recorded,  which  gives  a  rate  of  68-4  per  1000  of  the 
registered  Births.  Seven  cases  were  due  to  general  Debility  at 
birth. 

Thirty-four  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  notified  to 
me  during  the  year.  They  include:  Diphtheria,  14  cases; 
Erysipelas,  9  cases ;  Scarlet  Fever,  9  cases ;  Enteric  PTver, 
I  case  ;  Membranous  Croup,  i  case. 


4 


The  cases  of  Diphtheria  are  a  continuation  of  the  epidemic 
which  commenced  at  Steeple  Ashton  in  November,  1906. 
Seven  of  these  occurred  in  that  Village,  and  one  in  Hinton. 

Again  I  urge  the  necessity  of  providing  a  supply  of  good  water 
for  the  village  of  Steeple  Ashton.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  are 
most  probably  due  to  impure  water.  Four  other  cases  were 
from  Southwick  (occurring  in  two  houses),  two  from  North 
Bradley  and  one  from  Heywood. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  nine  cases  notified  were  scattered  over 
the  District.  They  were  isolated  cases. 

The  Erysipelas  was  of  the  usual  non-contagious  character. 

The  case  of  Membranous  Croup  partook  of  a  Diphtheritic 
character  and  was  fatal.  It  was  probably  the  cause  of  another 
case  which  caused  a  long  and  trying  illness  in  North  Bradley. 

The  case  of  Enteric  Eever  occurred  at  Dark  Dane,  Steeple 
Ashton.  I  tried  all  I  could  to  persuade  the  parents  to  send  the 
child  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  but  they  refused.  The  Doctor 
in  attendance  also  tried  his  uttermost.  Since  preparing  this 
Report  another  case  has  been  reported  to  me  from  the  next 
house.  The  patient  has  been  removed  to  the  Hospital. 

Ten  patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease  have  been 
sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Measles  have  been  prevalent  all  over  the  District  in 
consequence  of  which  I  have  had  to  close  the  two  Schools  at 
Dilton  Marsh  and  Bratton,  and  the  School  at  Tinhead. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  cold  and  wet  weather  prevalent 
throughout  the  past  year,  the  District  has  not  been  unhealthy, 
and  the  Death-rate  is  below  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


WAETER  H.  REED. 


Table  1. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1907  and  previous  Years. 
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Table  2.  Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1907  and  previous  Years. 
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Table  3. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1907. 
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Table  5.— Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1907. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  one  Year  of  Age. 
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WALTER  H.  REED,  M.O.H. 


Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

For  the  Year  ending  December,  1907. 


*7^0  the  Westhury  and  Whorwellsdown  Rural  T)istrict  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Twenty-third  Annual  Report 
as  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  to  your  District. 

Main  Roads. — Only  work  of  a  routine  character  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  year.  On  the  Roads  subjected  to  the 
greatest  traffic,  I  am,  so  far  as  finances  will  allow,  substituting 
Basalt  for  Limestone  and  if  the  New  Westbury  Iron  Company 
will  provide  the  tarred  slag  I  hope  to  repair  another  section  of 
Road  with  same  between  Westbury  and  Trowbridge. 

District  Highways. — The  usual  repairs  have  been  carried  out, 
I  am  substituting  Limestone  for  Local  Stone,  the  latter  being 
too  soft  to  stand  the  traffic  which  has  largely  increased  during 
the  past  few  years  owing  to  the  sale  of  Milk. 

Forty-three  notices  relating  to  Hedges  and  Ditches  have  been 
served. 

Water  Supply. — Steps  are  being  taken  to  sink  a  Trial  Well 
for  the  supply  of  Steeple  Ashton,  and  an  application  has  been 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the  extension  of  the 
Water  Main  to  Short  Street,  Chapmanslade. 

Twenty-five  premises  at  Chapmanslade  have  been  connected 
with  the  Water  Mains. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — There  is  still. room  for  improvement 
in  the  cleanliness  of  several  of  the  Sheds  and  Yards.  Lime¬ 
whitening  is  not  done  regularly. 

Schools. — I  have  inspected  the  Schools  and  disinfected  three  of 
them. 

Bakehouses. — These  call  for  no  comment. 

Eighty  notices  relating  to  Sanitary  matters  have  been  served. 

Eighteen  premises  have  been  disinfected. 

Buildmg. — Seven  new  houses  have  been  occupied  during  the 
year  and  one  completed  but  not  yet  occupied. 

Generally. — I  have  made  periodical  inspections  of  the 
District  and  there  is  nothing  requiring  special  attention. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  H.  STANLEY. 
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Rural  District  of  Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown. 


Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  W.  H.  STANLEY. 

Address — Market  House  Chambers,  Trowbridge. 

Whether  whole  time  devoted  to  duties  of  Sanitary  Inspector 

or  not  ? — No. 

Date  of  last  Re-appointment — September,  1907. 


Summary  of  Work  done  in  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 
during  year  ending  31st  December,  1907. 


Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease  under  direction  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  Cases  inquired  into  ...  ...  2i 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfected  and  Cleansed  18  ;  Schools,  3. 


Houses. 

Number  Erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  Closed  as  unfit  for  Habitation  ...  1 


House  Drains. 

Number  Laid  or  Re-laid  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  Cleansed,  Trapped  and  Ventilated...  15 


Water  Closets. 

Number  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  2 

Number  Repaired,  Ventilated  and  supplied 

with  Flush  Cisterns  ...  ...  ...  Water  Closets  not  general 

in  the  District 


Privies  and  Ashpits. 

Number  of  additional  Privies  and  Ashpits 
provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  converted  to  Pail-Closets  ...  ...  9 

Number  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  23 


Scavenging. 

Total  number  of  Houses  from  which  Refuse 

Removable  by  the  Authority  ...  ...  No  Scavenging  undertaken 
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Water  Supply. 

Number  of  Wells  Sunk  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Wells  Cleansed  and  Repaired  ...  2 
Number  of  Wells  Closed  as  Polluted  ...  12 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  from  Waterworks 

(during  year)  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  Registered  or  Licensed  ...  ...  5 

Number  Regularly  Inspected  ...  ...  5 

Number  Cleansed  and  Repaired  ...  ...  One  closed. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Number  of  Persons  engaged  in  Milk  Trade 

now  on  Register  and  under  Supervision...  70 
Number  of  Contravention  of  Acts,  Orders, 
and  Bye-laws  dealt  with  ...  ..  6 


Factories  and  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 

Number  under  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  Insanitary  Conditions  dealt  with 


as  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lodging  Houses. 

Number  on  Register  .  ...  None. 

Accumulation  of  Offe^nsive  Refuse. 

Number  of  Removals  ...  ...  ...  6 

Clerical  Work. 

Number  of  Notices  Served  ...  ...  80 

Number  of  Notices  Complied  with  ...  ...  60 

Number  of  Notices  Outstanding  ...  ...  20 


